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Selection of Initial Research Projects

• Each disorder sheds light on the much larger spectrum of 
brain developmental disorders that affect Canadian children. 

• Each disorder reflects roles of genes, environment, and GxE in 
brain function.

• Each disorder represents a significant socioeconomic burden 
to Canada. 

• Our collective expertise across Canada will make major in-
roads into understanding and treating each disorder. 

• Three demonstration projects were selected (ASD, CP, and 
FASD) and an Opportunities Initiative.
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Costs to Society
“When we fail to provide children with what they need to build a 

strong foundation for healthy and productive lives, we put our 

future prosperity and security at risk.”
(National Scientific Council on the Developing Child, 2007)



www.neurodevnet.ca

Overview of NeuroDevNet Infrastructure

• Create a research 
network of experts 
across Canada

• Support research 
projects in CP, Autism, 
and FASD

• Support opportunity 
funds  

• Plan and organize annual meeting
• Develop knowledge products and 

tools
• Expand relationships across 

disciplinary boundaries

• Develop partnerships                        
with industry

• Placement of trainees with   
industry

• Provide projects start up funds 
for commercialization 
opportunities

• Support trainee exchange programs
• Conduct brain camps and co-

sponsor workshops
• Offer trainee awards 
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Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders:
Gene-environment interactions; 

predictive biomarkers;

and the relationship between structural 

alterations in the brain and functional outcomes 



Fetal Alcohol
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NeuroDevNet Initiative on FASD

Animal studies
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Network Investigators & Collaborators

Queen’s University University of British Columbia

James Reynolds Sterling Clarren

James Brien Joanne Weinberg

Doug Munoz Dan Goldowitz

Garth Smith Michael Kobor

Dawa Samdup

University of Southern California

University of Alberta Laurent Itti 

Christian Beaulieu

Carmen Rasmussen University of Ottawa

Gail Andrew Sarah Nikkel

Virginia Bourget

Universite de Montreal University of Toronto

Marie-Pierre Dube Steve Scherer
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TRAINING

INTERNSHIPS

WORKSHOPS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

RESEARCH FUNDING (Opportunities Initiative)

KNOWLEDGE TRANSLATION and ADVOCACY

NeuroDevNet Opportunities
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Dan Goldowitz, Scientific Director, NeuroDevNet

Senior Scientist CMMT, CFRI, UBC

604 875 3822 

dang@neurodevnet.ca

Nicky Lewis, Executive Director, NeuroDevNet

nlewis@neurodevnet.ca

Douglas Swanson, Training

Jim Brookes, Internships and Business Opportunities

Patricia Fortin, Knowledge Transfer

Jennifer Parisi, Communications

NeuroDevNet Key Contacts
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